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ADTC BARKS & BYTES NEWSLETTER 
OCTOBER 2023 

 

 

                                             

Welcome to ADTC October newsleter.  We hope that you were able to check out everything in the 
September BARKS & BYTES, because there was a lot of informa�on in it.  Changes in training, new classes 
along with the old ones and not to men�on that the premium list is out for our November trial.  This will 
be the first �me we are holding a Fall trial.  And we are using our building in Macungie Park where we train 
during the fall and winter months on up un�l May, depending on the weather.  Get your entries in both 
Obedience and Rally in long before the deadline which is October 18 at 6:00PM in case the trial fills.  Terry 
Papineau, our training director, has also scheduled two members only match shows before the “Main 
Events”.  There will be one for Rally and one for Obedience and these applica�ons are now out.  Do not 
wait to enter these and we are sure they will fill quickly.  Our match show which is open to the public is 
now filled, including the Beginner Novice slots.  

For you members who are new to Rally and Obedience this is a perfect opportunity to enter a trial in the 
place where you train.  And to have a public match show and also a members only match show to prepare 
you for the trial does not happen o�en.  You just cannot get beter than that.  It does not mater if you 
feel your dog is not ready to enter a real trial, this is what match shows are for.  You can work on either 
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the full rou�ne or just exercises you are having problems within a ring situa�on.  And remember that no 
organiza�on can run by itself.  We need volunteers to help with the trials and matches.  So please offer to 
volunteer—don’t wait to be asked.  And by volunteering you will learn so much.  Be sure to watch the 
more experienced handlers work in the ring.  There is so much to learn.   

The Teaching Open class will be held on Thursday 4:00PM to 5:00PM taught by Joanne Summers a�er 
October 12.  Up un�l a�er October 12 it will be held outside. So be sure to make note of that. 

Many, many thanks to all who came to help steward for Pocono and Lehigh Valley Kennel Clubs.  Berks KC 
does supply their own stewards.   Although these are breed conforma�on Clubs they do offer Obedience 
and Rally.  We have always helped Pocono with stewards as they are a very small club with few members.  
And thank you all who came out to help on Thursday 9/14 and Friday 9/15 to help Phyllis steward for the 
Pocono trial.  A few years ago, when she found out they were considering dropping Obedience as they had 
Rally, Phyllis decided that we would not lose another obedience trial.  Many thanks to Phyllis for keeping 
Obedience in this Club. Perhaps we can get more volunteers next year so they can offer two rally trials 
along with the obedience trials both days. Many thanks to Gail James for being head steward for the Lehigh 
Valley KC part ge�ng stewards from Allentown Dog Training.  Thank you to all who came and worked very 
hard.  We cannot put on both Rally and Obedience trials without stewards.  I did speak to the lady who is 
the head of the Pocono KC and she would like to see Rally back sponsored by the Pocono Club.  So, let’s 
see if we can supply Rally stewards as well!!  That will give compe�tors four more classes to earn points, 
legs and �tles!! 

I just want to men�on a few things about outdoor trials and even doing trials in places other than our 
building in Macungie.  Outdoor trials are much harder to compete in than those indoors.  But if you plan 
to do outdoor trials, you do need to train your dog in many different places.  Macungie Park is quite large 
and there are lots of different places in it where you can do some training.  Weather, people and dogs 
walking around outside the ring, other vehicles, bugs and anything else you can think of can distract your 
dog.  But do take advantage of training outside in different loca�ons while the weather is warm.  It does 
not have to be Macungie Park but I am sure you can find parks in your area to do some training which 
would be even beter.  

Same thing with indoor trials, but match shows are the best way to prepare your dog to compete in a ring 
situa�on.  Right now, there seems to be quite a few clubs or dog organiza�ons offering match shows, so 
check Dog Match Shows.com and check back frequently as some tend to fill quickly.  I have heard that 
Lowes in Quakertown allows dogs and people to train inside.  Do take advantage of that. 

Do not be disappointed if your dog did not do as well as you have hoped.  I am sure there were exercises 
where he or she did well.  Prac�ce, Prac�ce and Prac�ce some more in many different places.  If you are 
having problems talk to your trainer or one of our more experienced members.  Doing Obedience and 
Rally are great ways to bond with your dog.  And most important, remember no mater what you always 
leave with the best dog in the show—your dog!!!  

 

*TRAINING* 

At this point the training schedule has a few changes.  There will be no training Wednesday, October 4 or 
Thursday,  October 5 because of the Hatboro KC trials being held in Macungie Park.  A�er that there should 
be no interrup�ons due to happenings at the park.  Please check to make sure your class �mes have not 
been changed. 
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TRAINING SCHEDULE 

     WEDNESDAY 

              12:00PM TO 1:00PM                                            HALF FLOOR RENTED/THE OTHER HALF AVAILABLE 

                1:00PM TO 2:00PM                                            AVAILABLE 

                2:00PM TO 2:30PM                                            AVAILABLE 

                 2:30PM TO 3:30PM                                            RALLY NOVICE/ CAROL HAHN INSTRUCTOR 

                 3:30PM TO 4:00PM                                            AVAILABLE 

                 4:00PM TO 5:00PM                                            OPEN/ PHYLLIS BRODERICK INSTRUCTOR 

                 5:00PM TO 6:00PM                                            UTILITY/ PHYLLIS BRODERICK INSTRUCTOR 

                 6:00PM TO 7:00PM                                            NOVICE/ PHYLLIS BRODERICK INSTRUCTOR 

                 7:00PM TO 8:00PM                                            RALLY MASTER/EXCELLENT/ CAROL HAHN 

                                                                                                INSTRUCTOR 

   THURSDAY 

                  9:00AM TO 10:30 AM                                        OPEN/UTILITY  TERRY PAPINEAU 

                 10:30AM TO  11:30AM                                       RENTED 

 

                 11:30AM TO 12:30PM                                         NOVICE ONE/ DEBBIE ACHENZIE INSTRUCTOR 

                 12:30PM TO  1:30PM                                          NOVICE TWO/ DUSTY SPRINGER INSTRUCTOR 

                   1:30PM TO 2:00PM                                            RENTED 

                   2:00PM TO 3:00PM                                            RALLY ADVANCED/EXCELLENT/ CAROL HAHN 

                                                                                                  INSTRUCTOR 

                  3:00PM TO 4:00PM                                             AVAILABLE 

                  4:00PM TO 5:00PM                                             TEACHING OPEN—STARTS AFTER OCTOBER 12/ 

                                                                                                  JOANNE SUMMERS INSTRUCTOR 

                 5:00PM TO 6:00PM                                              PUPPY CLASS/ TERRY PAPINEAU INSTRUCTOR 

                 6:00PM TO 7:00PM                                              BEGINNER CLASS/ TERRY PAPINEAU INSTRUCTOR 

                 7:00PM TO 8:00PM                                              ADVANCED BEGINNER/ TERRY PAPINEAU 

                                                                                                  INSTRUCTOR 
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*TRAINING (CONTINUED)* 

There are several �mes available for you to rent the building to train your dog as there were in the beginning 
of the year before we went outside.  You can rent for an hour or a half hour and rent the whole for or half 
the floor.  The cost to rent the whole floor is $25 or $15 for half the floor.  Half hour rentals are also available 
for $12 for the whole floor or $8 for half.  You may share with others.  YOU MUST PUT THE EQUIPMENT 
AWAY IF THE NEXT PARTY DOES NOT NEED IT OR IF THERE IS A CLASS COMING IN THAT DOES NOT NEED IT.  
Please get in touch with Terry if you would like to rent the available spaces that we do not need for classes 
right now. 
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*BLUE MOUNTAIN CLUSTER—LEHIGH VALLEY KENNEL CLUB* 

Gail James and Phyllis Broderick would like to thank everyone who volunteered to help stewarding at the 
Pocono and Lehigh Valley shows.  As we have said many �mes before, shows cannot go on without stewards 
and judges!!  Please remember this every �me we ask for volunteers.  THANK YOU ALL!!! 

And with regard to volunteering, several years ago the Pocono KC not only offered Obedience, but they also 
offered two days of Rally trials.  THAT IS FOUR TIMES YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO EARN POINTS OR LEGS 
IN RALLY.  FOUR TIMES and in our own backyard.  The Pocono KC is a very small organiza�on with few 
members and we have always supplied stewards for them as well as LVKC.  One year we were unable to get 
enough members to volunteer for their Rally events and they cancelled them.  Our own Phyllis Broderick 
refused to let them drop Obedience and she volunteered to be table steward and get other stewards for 
obedience.  Perhaps, if we can assure them that we will be able to provide stewards, they will agree to ally 
again.  Let Phyllis know what you think. Remember it is FOUR MORE CHANCES FOR LEGS AND POINTS. 

*ALLENTOWN DOG TRAINING CLUB PUBLIC MATCH AND PRIVATE MATCH* 

The public match show is filled with Beginner Novice.  Be sure to check out Dog Match Shows.com for other 
match shows in our area.  Our members only match s�ll has openings.  Do not wait to send in your entries.  
And again, we need a lot of volunteers to make this work.  For newer people what a great way for you to 
learn before you are ready to go in the ring with your dog. 

*ALLENTOWN DOG TRAINING CLUB FALL TRIAL FOR RALLY AND OBEDIENCE* 

Our first Annual Fall Trial has opened on September 1.  We urge you to enter asap as we suspect it will fill.  
People are always looking for trials within a reasonable drive to their home and our loca�on covers a large 
area of people interested in obedience and rally compe��ons.  It is a very easy process and once you are 
registered with Show Entries, it is just a few clicks to enter.  There is a place where you can update new �tles 
that your dog has earned since your last entry.  If you have not yet entered, please be aware that the closing 
date is October 18.  It is beter to enter early so you are not put on a wai�ng list. 

Please do not forget that we need volunteers to help.  Trials do not run themselves and we will need stewards for Rally 
and Obedience as well as people to set up rings, tear down and all the things necessary to put on a successful trial.  
What a great way for our newer members to learn what happens at a dog obedience/rally trial.  You can learn so much 
by watching especially many of the experienced handlers in the ring.  And yes, they and their dogs also make mistakes!!!  
SAY YES WHEN ASKED!  Our trials are only about  four weeks away.   To volunteer call or email Gail James at 
jamesgang12@verizon.net or 610-285-2331 or Terry Papineau mterrypapineau@gmail.com 718-614-4823.about  four 
weeks away.   To volunteer call or email Gail James at jamesgang12@verizon.net or 610-285-2331 or Terry Papineau 
mterrypapineau@gmail.com 718-614-4823. 

 

mailto:jamesgang12@verizon.net
mailto:mterrypapineau@gmail.com
mailto:jamesgang12@verizon.net
mailto:mterrypapineau@gmail.com
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*ADTC MEMBER OF THE MONTH NOMINATION FORM* 

 

Any member of ADTC is eligible for recognition as a member of the month. To nominate someone, 
please complete the following form and return it to Dusty Springer. Forms may be submitted by 
mailing them to Dusty Springer at 1242 W. Minor St, Emmaus, PA, 18049, or by emailing them to 
bohooch@yahoo.com. 

 

First and last name of nominee: 

 

 

Why is this ADTC member being nominated? (For example, this person has helped me to train my 
dog when I was a new member, this person made me feel welcome, this person has served ADTC 
in numerous capacities for many years, etc.). 

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date nominated ________________________________________________________________ 

 

If readily available, Nominee's contact information: 

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please note:   The nominee will be contacted within a week after the form has been received. 
However, inclusion of the nominee’s article in the newsletter is dependent on how quickly he or 
she responds to the request for information and a picture. Also, a nominee may choose to decline 
to participate in the program. Thank you. 

 
ADT:rab

mailto:bohooch@yahoo.com
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*AKC VIRTUAL TRICK DOG COMPETITION* 

We hope that you have checked out the TRICK DOG COMPETITION.  It is great 
to see what compe�tors in that compe��on have done training their dogs 
and wri�ng their scripts.  Judy Lasso has trained her older Cocker Spaniel to 
the highest Trick Dog Level.  I am sure she will be happy to answer any 
ques�ons you might have about Trick Dog Compe��on.  

 

 

*MEMBERSHIP AND WHOSE NEW* 

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS AND THEIR DOGS!  WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL ENJOY 
TRAINING WITH US. 

 

 
Jennifer Colligas 
133 South Fairview Street, Macungie, PA 18062  C 484-347-9181 
French  Bulldog                                                                      
                                                           butterfly171302@gmail.com 
  
 

Ann Brinckman 
6825 Woodlawn Drive, Zionsville, PA 18092  610-349-6603 
Labrador Retriever                               
                                                                abrinckman@capital-planning.com                                

 
Angela Tully 
693 Windmill Lane 
Breinigsville, PA 18031  732-687-0396 
Portuguese Water Dog 
                                                        atully@groupspi.com  

 
  

mailto:butterfly171302@gmail.com
mailto:abrinckman@capital-planning.com
mailto:atully@groupspi.com
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Robin Abbott 
171 Lotus Drive 
Orefield, PA   18069   610-360-9900 
Samoyed                                                   
                                                                     robina1711@gmail.com 
 
 
Mary Sodaitis 
37 Maple Road 
Mertztown PA  19539   610-392-2638 
Golden Retriever                                                                                                   
                                                                     marsod@windstream.net 
 

 
Kim Mickley 
189 Hummels Hill Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530    515-450-043o 
Mini Aussie Doodle (All American)                                                               
                                                                      kkmickley@msn.com 
 
 
Louise Brong 
4098 Windy Hill Road 
Orefield, PA   18069   610-392-5023 
Golden Retriever                                                                      
                                                                          1brong@msn.com 
 
 
Susan Hoffman 
283 Niantic Road 
Barto, PA 19504   c 610-310-8516 
Vizsla 
                                                                            Rockliffe32@comcat.net 
 
 

 
  

mailto:robina1711@gmail.com
mailto:marsod@windstream.net
mailto:kkmickley@msn.com
mailto:1brong@msn.com
mailto:Rockliffe32@comcat.net
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*MEMBER OF THE MONTH* 

Susan Van Ocker is our October Member of the Month.  Enjoy reading about one of our newer members. 

I live in Perkasie, PA with my husband Bill and our 4 Bernese Mountain Dogs:  “Schooner” age 5, “Halley” 
age 4, “Bridget” age 3.5,  and “Olive” age 1.5.  We got our first dog (a Bernese Mountain Dog) in 1992.  At 
that �me, we lived in Lower Bucks County and our neighbor was an ac�ve member of the Old York Dog 
Training Club.  He convinced me that I should take our new puppy to Puppy K and basic obedience training.   

I started Puppy classes with my puppy in 1992.  It was the best 
decision; I loved dog training.  

I occasionally breed Bernese Mountain Dogs under the kennel 
name “Wintergreen.” I am an AKC Breeder of Merit and consider 
myself a “Preserva�on Breeder.”  I bred my first liter in 2008.   
Since then, all of our dogs have been from my breeding.   

I am ac�ve in AKC conforma�on and BMDCA Dra�ing with my 
Berners.  The Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America (BMDCA) 
offers a “Versa�lity Dog” award for a BMD that has a 
Championship �tle, Dra� �tle and a Working �tle similar to 
Obedience.  My goal for all my Berners is for them to be BMDCA 
Versa�lity Dogs.  To date, 5 of my Berners (over 2 genera�ons of 
Wintergreen BMDs) have earned this special award.  Hence, I 
aspire to earn a Companion Dog �tle for all of my Berners.  Now 
that I am re�red (since 2019), I would like to pursue more 
advanced obedience �tles.  Someday soon I will have my CDX 
Berner! 

My favorite dog ac�vity is Dra�ing (i.e., Car�ng).  I love to dra� and have been dra�ing with my Berners 
for 25 years.  During this �me, I have earned 23 Dra� �tles with my different Berners.  I’m proud that I had 
a BMDCA Grand Master Dra� Dog.  The GMDD �tle represents achieving 8 Dra� �tles (single and brace) 
totaling 20 qualifying performances.  (This is the OTCH of the Dra� world.)   I’m currently pursuing this �tle 
with Schooner; he has 5 of the 8 Dra� �tles and hopefully we will achieve the requirements in 2024. 

In 2018, I became a BMDCA Dra� Judge.  As a Dra� Judge, I love to introduce new teams to the sport of 
Dra� and occasionally organize workshops as part of our breed club ac�vi�es.  I am slowly pursuing the 
requirements to become an AKC Breeder Conforma�on Judge.    I also own two horses (Gully, 29 years 
young and a re�red Thoroughbred and Mick a 5-year-old Quarter Horse).  In my spare �me, I enjoy training 
and showing my young horse.   

My biggest training challenge has been good �me management.   My best advice to new handlers is to 
invest in a good planner and be diligent about documen�ng your goals, training plans and progress! 
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*PUBLICITY AND MACUNGIE PARADE* 

Dusty Springer has the following informa�on on the Macungie Halloween Parade.  We have par�cipated 
as a Club for quite a few years.  It is a fun �me for all including the dogs.  

We do not have a Member of the Month for September, but we have received informa�on on the 
Macungie Halloween Parade.  The parade begins in the Eyer Middle School and Shoemaker Elementary 
School parking lots on Sunday, September 29th.  Marchers should report by 6:30. We need at least 8 
people to march and everyone is welcome, with or without dogs.  We need approximate numbers because 
the parade registra�on form must be submited by October 20th. 

If anyone has a small truck that on which we can hang our banner, please contact Dusty Springer.  Also, at 
some point we will be stuffing bags with dog treats and our business cards to distribute to dog owning 
spectators.  

 Finally, those owning club clothing are requested to wear it for the parade.  The sign-up sheet has again 
been made available at the general mee�ng.  Members may also contact Dusty at bohooch@yahoo.com 
to sign up.   Those who have not signed in but decide to come on the spur of the moment are also welcome.   
Thank you. 

Respec�ully submited, 

Dusty Springer, ADTC Publicity 

 

 

mailto:bohooch@yahoo.com
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*A LETTER FROM GAIL JAMES* 

First:  I want to Thank All of the ADTC Members who volunteered to Steward at the Lehigh Valley Kennel Club Show 
on September 16!! I received compliments from both the Obedience and Rally Judge on how well the stewards 
helped!!  THANK YOU!!! 

Second:  The November shows are on schedule. We do have a new Rally Judge, Laura Rixham; she was the Rally 
Judge at the Lehigh Valley show.  She has also increased the number of entries to 100!!  Terry will send around a 
volunteer steward sheet at the next general mee�ng.  The entries close on October 18. 

Third:  Pennsylvania Federa�on of Dog Clubs, I did atend the Annual mee�ng, it was very interes�ng. The Federa�on 
is working hard with the AKC to keep us informed on all the an�-dog legisla�on that is happening around the 
country.  They ask that we contact our Senators and Legislators to give them our opinions on certain Bills.  On the 
AKC site there are leters that we can copy and send.  These two bills need urgent ac�on, The Puppy Protec�on Act 
(H.R. 1624) and Goldie's Act (HR1788) these bills sound like they would be beneficial to dogs there are many hidden 
items in the bill.  The PA Federa�on website has been improved and is much easier to use. 

Thank You, 

Gail James 

*SUNSHINE* 

• Mary Ann Giles, an ADTC life�me member, fell and broke her leg while pu�ng her 
dog out.  She had surgery on September 13, and it will be a long recovery process.   
Mary Ann is currently doing rehab.  Please send all cards to her home and her 
daughter, Kathy, will see that Mary Ann gets them. 

 

• Please keep my co-editor Rita Brian and her husband Ken in your thoughts and prayers as they are 
both facing some serious health issues.  But I know that Rita will s�ll be working on BARKS & BYTES 
and we thank her so much for what she does with our beau�ful newsleter.  I am sure she would 
appreciate notes and emails from all le�ng her know how much you appreciate what she does. 

 

 *ITEMS FOR SALE* 

There are no items that members are selling this month. 
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*UPCOMING EVENTS* 

GET YOUR DOGGIE BAG!!! 
Mary Minnick sent us the following informa�on. The Lehigh Valley therapy dogs are 
having a pasta dinner on November 4th which you can order to take home. Please see 
the flyer and the order form to fill out. If you have any ques�ons, please see Mary 
Minnick at training or call her at 610-435-1747. 
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*FOR YOUR INFORMATION* 

Joanne Summers was at a seminar on a Disaster Relief program as it relates to our dogs.  As she gets more 
informa�on, she will put it in the newsleter.   
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*ACHIEVEMENTS* 

I (Jacqui Hartran�) am a subscriber to FRONT AND FINISH MAGAZINE and almost every month they will 
list AKC sta�sts for various compe��ons in Obedience and Rally.  In the September 2023 issue they listed 
the Top AKC dogs in the country compe�ng in Open A.  I am very proud to say that Cooper, my silly boy, is 
the Number One Labrador Retriever in the Country in Open A.  In addi�on, he was also named Number 
Five in the Spor�ng Group in Open A.  I am very proud of him and all that he has accomplished.  He is my 
rescue dog who decided he wanted to par�cipate in Obedience like his sister.  The picture is from one of 
his High In Trials at Golden Rule in May last year at Golden Rule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DOGS WORKING* 

I would like to start a new column.  Mainly this will be for our dogs doing therapy dog work, search and 
rescue work, anything like that, not related to Obedience and Rally or other dog sports although they all 
need obedience training to do these things.  I know we have several members whose dogs do therapy dog 
work like reading to kids, helping people who are stressed by flying and things like that.  This can cover a 
lot of things but most of all you need a dog who is well trained enough to perform any of these things 
working with people and children.  I would like to keep the ACHIEVEMENTS for new �tles and 
accomplishments, etc. in dog sport events.  But I know that we have lots of dogs who are working to help 
people and children, so let us also honor them. 

 

Here is the first dog in DOGS WORKING.  We hope we will get many more. 

 

 

 

 

Steve and Ann Marie Markovitz’s dog Barkley, who spends some of 
his �me having children read to him when he is not training for hunt 
tests and U�lity �tles.  Barkley is a regular at U�lity training every 
week.  What a good boy he is and very versa�le.  

6 



 
 

21 
 

 


